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The Sunset of 
Integrated 

Regional 
Water 

Management?  



IRWM is successful! 

• $1.3 billion state grants 
+ $4.2 billion in local 
investment 

• 840 projects 
• More water supply, 

better water quality, less 
water demand 

• Improved flood 
protection, ecosystem 
preservation and 
enhancement 

 

California Department of Water Resources 



NRCP is REALLY successful! 

• 90+ projects 
• $65 million in state funds + more than 

$100 million in local 
• 14:1 benefit/cost ratio for benefits that 

can be monetized 
• Collaborative partnerships on water and 

energy management 
• Innovative solutions to intractable 

problems 



What’s the Problem? 

YEAR MEASURE FUNDING 

2002 Proposition 50 $500 million 

2006 Proposition 84 $1 billion 

2014 Proposition 1 $512 million 

2018 SB 5 $0 

2018 Water Bond $5 million 



2018 Measures 



What’s the Matter with IRWM? 

• Doesn’t “poll well” 
• Not project specific 

 
• Troubled history in other regions 
 
• State focus on groundwater 

implementation? 
 



What are the Implications? 

Prop 1 fully 
appropriated in 
2020 
 
Where will new 
dollars come from? 
 
Partnerships require 
care and feeding… 



What Can We Do? 

• Tell our story . . . 
 



Specific Actions for Discussion 

• A Day in the Capital? 
 Advocate that $240 million in 

Sect. 80146. (a) of SB 5 be 
allocated through IRWM program 

 Advocate for baseline funding 
 

• Continue working with others 
• Roundtable of Regions 
• Water Bond Coalition 
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