
NCIRWMP Meeting Summary  
North Coast IRWMP PRP & TPRC Meeting  
Turtle Bay Exploration Park 840 Auditorium Drive Redding, California 96003  
10:30-4:00 pm, Wednesday April 23, 2008 
 
Attendees 
 
Policy Review Panel 
Mayor Jake Mackenzie, Vice-Chair, Sonoma County 
Supervisor Marcia Armstrong, Siskiyou County  
Supervisor Paul Kelley, Sonoma County  
Supervisor Kendall Smith, Mendocino County  
Supervisor Jill Geist, Humboldt County  
Tom Stokely, Principal Planner, Trinity County  
Mark Lancaster, Five Counties Program, Trinity County 
 
Technical Peer Review Committee 
Marilyn Seward, City of Etna, Siskiyou County 
Mike Maxwell, County of Modoc, Modoc County 
Roland Sanford, Mendocino County Water Agency, Mendocino County 
Tom Weseloh, CalTrout, Humboldt County 
 
Guests 
Kamyar Guivetchi, DWR 
Joe Yun, DWR 
Tracie Billington, DWR 
John Lowrie, Resources Agency 
Tito Cervantes, DWR 
Karla Cummings, Orick CSD 
Rebecca Crow, Winzler and Kelly 
Dan McManus, DWR 
Todd Hillaire, DWR 
Jennifer Burke, City of Santa Rosa 
Fraser Sime, DWR 
Josh Allen, Trinity County Natural Resources 
Tom Dey, AmeriCorps 
 
Staff 
Lisa Renton, Sonoma County Water Agency 
Jen Jenkins, County of Humboldt 
Devin Theobold, County of Humboldt 
Karen Gaffney, West Coast Watershed 
 
Meeting Summary 
 
Vice-Chair Jake Mackenzie convened the meeting at 10:35, and introductions were made.  
 
The PRP reviewed and approved the agenda, including a revision to include the issue of voting 
by proxy.  
 
Karen Gaffney provided a brief overview regarding the attendance of staff from the CA 
Department of Conservation (DOC) and CA Department of Water Resources (DWR) to discuss 



two programs of relevance to the NCIRWMP – the DOC Statewide Watershed Program and the 
DWR California Water Plan Update - and discussed the opportunities available for the NCIRWMP 
to engage in these efforts.  
 
Kamyar Guivetchi and Tito Cervantes of the Department of Water Resources provided an 
overview of the California Water Plan Update including the North Coast regional report, and 
outlined opportunities for regions and the community to provide input. There will be a CA Water 
Plan workshop for the North Coast region in Santa Rosa on April 28. (see handouts and 
presentations at: http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/cwpu2009/index.cfm and  
http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/materials/index.cfm?subject=apr2808) 
  
Tracie Billington and Joe Yun of DWR provided an update on Proposition 84 and Proposition IE, 
and described the legislative budget challenges affecting the release of Proposition 84 and IE 
IRWM funds. DWR expects draft guidelines to be released in late summer, finalized by the end of 
2008, with a call for planning proposals in early 2009 and implementation proposals to follow in 
the summer of 2009. Tracie noted that these are tentative timelines and subject to change 
based on the Legislature’s budget deliberations. There will be funding from Prop 84 and 1E for 
flood management planning and projects within IRWM plans.  There will be grant funding for 
outreach, technical assistance, planning and implementation projects that benefit 
disadvantaged communities. Jake noted that he and Chair Jimmy Smith sent a letter on behalf 
of the NCIRWMP PRP supporting the Governor’s budget proposal to appropriate Proposition 84 
and 1E IRWM grant funding on April 10, 2007. 
 
John Lowrie of the State Resources Agency provided an overview of the Department of 
Conservation’s proposed Statewide Watershed Program, and asked for input from the group. 
(see information at: http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wp/Pages/Index.aspx) The Policy 
Review Panel and other attendees provided input that was summarized and sent to John Lowrie 
after the meeting.  
 
Jake Mackenzie suggested to John Lowrie that the NCIRWMP is representative of a lot of 
watershed groups, and that the State would be well served by interacting with the NCIRWMP as 
a coordinating contact. Unanimous agreement from PRP. 
 
Jake Mackenzie suggested to DWR that the North Coast needs more time to provide meaningful 
input into the CA Water Plan. DWR offered the North Coast the opportunity to provide input into 
the first draft of the North Coast regional report by the beginning of August 2008. NCIRWMP staff 
will work with the PRP to gather input about DWR and process, report back, and report out on 
the development of the process.  
 
The PRP discussed the issue of voting via proxy.  MOTION - Kelley: In the case of an absence of a 
PRP member, the PRP member may provide a proxy to a representative of the same county. The 
representative will not be required to provide written proof indicating their proxy. SECOND – 
Geist. UNANIMOUS.  
 
Kendall Smith proposed the development of an ad-hoc working group to share information 
regarding coastal issues – wave energy specifically. The ability of counties to respond to 
regulatory agencies requires a regional approach to this issue. The working group should 
logically be connected to a regional framework that has credibility like the NCIRWMP. The 
working group would be a forum for regional discussions, not to come out in support of or 
against any initiative. Kendall proposed having one County Supervisor and one staff person from 
each of the four coastal counties (Sonoma, Mendocino, Humboldt, Del Norte) to discuss wave 
energy and other coastal issues. Jake asked Kendall to submit a written proposal to staff for the 



Chair and Vice-Chair to review, and then to post on the NCIRWMP website. Unanimous support 
from PRP.   
 
It was noted that Damien O’Bid has left the Sonoma County Water Agency and will no longer 
serve on the TPRC as a representative from Sonoma County. Paul and Jake will seek a 
representative to fill the Sonoma County vacancy. There was a brief discussion regarding the 
vacancies on the TPRC, given David Lewis’s upcoming sabbatical. The PRP directed staff to poll 
the TPRC electronically for a volunteer to serve as an interim TPRC chair, and then ask the TPRC 
to vote electronically from the nominations received. Unanimous support from PRP.   
 
Jen Jenkins provided an update on the implementation and planning grants (see below). The 
PRP thanked her for her excellent management of the project. Jake thanked the County of 
Humboldt for their excellent contract management and willingness to take on this role.  
 
Jeffrey Albrecht, contract manager for the NCIRWMP from SWRCB, provided a brief update on 
the State’s perspective of the granting process. Jen and Jeffrey toured Siskiyou projects this 
week, which included a tour of the City of Etna Water Supply project with Marilyn Seward. The 
Araujo Dam Restoration Project in Siskiyou County is almost complete and the benefits of this 
project are already becoming apparent. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the contract duration. MOTION: Kelley. SECOND: Armstrong. 
Authorize the PRP Chair and Vice Chair to decide if they wish to send a letter to the SWRCB 
requesting that the NCIRWMP Prop 50 implementation contract be extended until 2012. 
UNANIMOUS. 
 
Kiergan Pegg was unable to attend the meeting. Lisa Renton provided an update on the Monte 
Rio project and stated that they have pulled out of the NCIRWMP. The funds that were allocated 
to Monte Rio may be considered for re-allocation by SWRCB. The PRP may request from State 
that funds be re-allocated within the North Coast IRWMP. The PRP briefly discussed the re-
allocation of funding that has occurred within Siskiyou and Mendocino counties due to similar 
circumstances whereby the money stayed in the county of origin. All agreed that the funds 
should stay in the county of origin. Jake and Paul will work with staff to make a decision re: re-
allocation in Sonoma County and forward their request to the County of Humboldt.  
 
Lisa Renton provided a Proposition 84 contracting update. Lisa has been working with Jen and 
Karen and the IRWM Roundtable of Regions to address this issue. The group is looking at issues 
that they have in common where there can be strength in numbers. Lisa is working with other 
IRWMP efforts statewide to develop a new master contracting agreement. Since Proposition 84 
is a new program that is regional in nature, it makes sense that it should require a new 
contracting framework. Some things that are being discussed include: multiple funding year 
appropriation, liability concerns, administrative overhead issues, and identifying the non-
negotiable issues, the preferred items, etc. High hopes that the coalition will be successful in 
developing an agreement with DWR that all can live with.  
 
Public comment: there was no comment from the public 
 
Next PRP meeting will be in late summer or early fall.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:20 pm. 
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