Meeting Summary

North Coast IRWMP Policy Review Panel Meeting

Sequoia Park Zoo, Eureka

May 17, 2007

Meeting Attendees

Policy Review Panel
Jimmy Smith, Chairman, Humboldt County

Jake Mackenzie, Vice-Chairman, Sonoma County

Mike Maxwell, Modoc County

Mark Lancaster, Trinity County
Tom Stokely, Trinity County
Marcia Armstrong, Siskiyou County

Barry Shioshita, Siskiyou County

Technical Peer Review Committee

David Lewis, Chairman, Sonoma County 

Kirk Girard, Humboldt County

Sandra Perez, Trinity County

Marilyn Seward, Siskiyou County

Roland Sanford, Mendocino County

Mike Maxwell, Modoc County

Staff & Consultants

Lisa Renton, Sonoma County Water Agency

Karen Gaffney, West Coast Watershed

Paula Mushrush, Humboldt County

Rio Anderson, Humboldt County

Interested Public

Jen Jenkins, PCFWRA

Darci Short, Redwood National & State Parks

Jeremy Wheeler, Mattole Restoration Council

Rebecca Crow, Winzler and Kelly

Virginia Porter, City of Santa Rosa

Bill Ehorn, DWR

Clarence Hostler, NOAA Fisheries

Becky Price Hall, Trinidad ICWMP

Aldaron Laird, HBMWD

Colleen Fernald, Graton Community Services District

Karla Cummings, Orick CSD
Mark Wheatley, CDFG
Chi-Wei Lin, Mayor of Trinidad

Welcome and Introductions

Chairman Jimmy Smith convened the meeting at 10:09. Everyone introduced themselves. He reviewed the agenda and it was approved unanimously. 

Future Planning
Karen Gaffney, West Coast Watershed, provided a report on the evaluation process, including information gathered after the NCIRWMP Step 2 submittal in 2005. The NCIRWMP Project Team and members of the Policy Review Panel (PRP) and Technical Peer Review Committee (TPRC) discussed new elements to be included in Phase II of the NCIRWMP, and strategies for addressing proposed new requirements of the California Water Plan and Proposition 84 (including land use issues and climate change). 
Chairman Smith asked that each member of the Policy Review Panel and Technical Peer Review Committee outline their thoughts regarding the future direction of the NCIRWMP, key elements to be included in Phase II, and approaches to incorporating the new requirements proposed for Proposition 84 and the California Water Plan. The information provided by each PRP and TPRC member, as well as members of the public, was documented by the Project Team and will be incorporated into the Phase II planning process. 
Lisa Renton, Sonoma County Water Agency, provided an update on Proposition 50, Round Two funding. North coast Integrated Coastal Watershed Management Plans (ICWMPs) are eligible to apply during this next funding cycle. ICWMP planning funding was provided in the Region for Noyo/Big (Mendocino County Water Agency); Trinidad (City of Trinidad); Russian River (Mendocino County Resource Conservation District); Mattole (Mattole Restoration Council); and Salmon Creek (Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District). There has been a preliminary phone meeting to discuss this issue and gage individual applicant interest in applying together under the auspices of the NCIRWMP. 
Mayor Chi-Wei Lin, City of Trinidad, requested that the Policy Review Panel support the inclusion of ICWM planning efforts throughout the Region within the NCIRWMP, and the submittal of a grant application for ICWM project implementation from Round 2 of Proposition 50.

Chairman Smith polled the Policy Review Panel and it was unanimously agreed to add an item to the agenda to address ICWMPs.
Motion, Jake Mackenzie:  staff should move forward to work with the ICWMPs in the region to evaluate an application for funding through the NCIRWMP framework, and bring a draft proposed process and application to the TPRC and PRP for review Second; Tom Stokely. Discussion/questions. Unanimous.   

Suggestion by the PRP: staff should address how the ICWMPs will integrate with the NCIRWMP, and include information about incorporating the counties into the review process. 
Kirk Girard, County of Humboldt, provided an update on the NCIRWMP Planning Grant and discussed the emphasis on general plan process integration with the NCIRWMP. 

Staff provided an update about disadvantaged communities and environmental justice, including tribal representation. DWR is considering providing a funding allocation directly to tribes for IRWM planning and project implementation. The PRP agreed to continue to seek tribal input and ask the State to define how they are moving forward on issues related to environmental justice, disadvantaged communities, and tribal representation. 

Lisa Renton, Sonoma County Water Agency, provided a legislative update. Pending IRWM legislation may be pushed through in budget trailer bills. There appears to be a strong emphasis on disadvantaged communities. Some legislation proposes new elements that IRWMs must address including Greenhouse Gas Emissions, climate, energy, and land use,. $100 million in discretionary funds is available in Proposition 84. No major legislative problems for this Region are anticipated and there are several things (such as the emphasis on disadvantaged communities) that could be beneficial to the North Coast. 
Chairman Smith, Kirk Girard, County of Humboldt and Lisa Renton, Sonoma County Water Agency, provided a contracting update. Many of the proposed contract revision requests by Humboldt County were accepted. The State did not agree to the revision re: subcontractor liability. Humboldt County leaders and staff met and have a strategy for moving forward that will engage SWRCB’s financial division director Barbara Evoy, and team up with the other regional project proponents to ensure that the State develops something that works for the region as well as other regional planning processes. Kirk plans to request that legislation proceed to extend the funding past 2011. 
The PRP unanimously supported North Coast representatives developing a plan for the Region’s contracting process, and joining the other IRWM program grant recipients in developing acceptable contract language, as well as pushing forward the extension legislation if needed.   
Chairman Smith asked for public comment, and received the following: 

Jen Jenkins appreciated the PRP’s, Kirk’s and Lisa’s commitment to resolving some of the difficult contracting issues that affect small watershed groups and Community Service District’s in the Region.
Colleen Fernald suggested the development of an ongoing project database so that stakeholders are aware of what has already been proposed. Staff supported this and stated that all projects proposed to date are on the website and its associated database.
Chairman Smith reminded everyone of the North Coast IRWMP Conference to be held at the River Lodge in Fortuna, CA on October 10-12, 2007.

Chairman Smith adjourned the meeting at 2:13 
